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Neighborhood meeting – October 20, 2015 – 7-9 pm – Western Boulevard Presbyterian 
Church 

Summaries of Actions and Decisions, and proposed items for the next meeting and the 
Attendance List are at the end of these notes. 

Meeting minutes: 

Erin Salmon opened the meeting. We are trying to get everyone in the neighborhood aware of 
these meetings, and on the distribution list. Signup sheet passed around; folks to add email 
addresses if we don’t already have them.  

7:05 Neighborhood Registry discussion: 

Erin introductory comments: To register, must have clear boundaries, designate prime and 
secondary contact persons, and choose a name. We would be considered a “neighborhood 
association”, but do not have to include those words in the neighborhood name. 

Discussion: Vote anonymously or openly? How many votes per household? One per adult of 
voting age? No resolution. 

Questions from floor: What happened last meeting? Why are we doing this? 

Purpose  

Erin – recaps the three past meetings. Trying to include more and more of the neighbors in the 
group. Refers to the sidewalk issue with only one public meeting. City approved project, and 
some people in the neighborhood felt left out of the process. We hope to prevent such a 
situation in the future, by having more open communication about topics that affect us all.  

Other benefits – Easy to organize parties and annual free bulk garbage pickup.  

-‐ Erosion control starting <where?> – We could be better informed if we are a “neighborhood” 
-‐ If we had someone volunteer to be the ‘environment person’, that person could check on city 

websites and keep us all informed. 
-‐ Raleigh Community Specialist is Jonathan Edwards 

Concern about HOAs – Will this group ever become a group that imposes rules on us?  
Assurance there will be No extra rules – the association of our neighborhood is not intended to 
be HOA, but to be a way to communicate among one another. 

Discussion of the boundaries: Concern about excluding folks on Kaplan – suggestion to draw 
the line down the middle of Kaplan –  

Discussion of including townhouses on corners or not.  

Straw vote: 

1. Interior (includes Cyanne Circle and both churches) – 15 votes 
2. Interior plus corners – 12 votes (this is the map) 
3. Interior plus corners plus one side of Kaplan - 2 
4. Interior plus corners plus one side of Kaplan and one side of Kent 
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Motion to approve the map or not approve the map – 25 votes to approve, 3 opposed. Map is 
adopted. 

Everyone wants a copy of the map.  The map can be mailed or emailed to everyone.  

 

Name Suggestions: Melody Oaks, Harmony Hills, Fairway, Copperhead Creek, Oak Creek, 
Bushy Branch, Kentwood, Avent West. 

There is much interest in finding the name of the golf course that used to be our neighborhood 
and went bust in the 30’s.  

ACTION: Barbara Scott planning to do research – Jeff Alford will forward her the info he has.  

Vote tabled for a future session. 

Useful to have a large map of the neighborhood to post on wall for next meeting. 

Representatives:  

Barbara Scott from Chaney, Vinnie Melomo, Don Munn, Sharon Mixon, Erin Salmon, Jeff Alford 
are present and volunteer. 

Justice Peters is nominated but not present.  

ACTION: Someone contact Justice Peters. 

Group approves the six (or seven) volunteers to be our representatives 

Nominations for Prime Contact:  Erin, Justice, Vinnie - Vote for Prime Tabled to next meeting. 

Group votes and approves the idea that there will be no officers, only representatives, and that 
minutes will be taken by volunteers and shared with everyone.  

Mission statement:    

ACTION: Michele Lynch to draft it, send to distribution for approval, vote by email on mission 
statement. Include what we are and what we are not. Two sentences. Group approves this plan. 

Major activity- one annual meeting per year – approved by the group. 

Table the rest.  

 

8:27 Continuing discussion of the sidewalk project on Lorimer Road and future such 
projects with our guest, Councilwoman Kay Crowder. 

Erin recaps past events. Left off at last meeting, trying to work on getting together and creating 
consensus about what the residents of Lorimer Road desire and need.  

Erin opens the floor:  

-‐ Intersection of Kaplan and Lorimer needs to be paved with sidewalks. I was at the original 
meeting and the Sept 1st meeting. I don’t understand why completion of Lorimer Road is an 



Page	  3	  
	  

issue. Also, object to “all people are upset” which is not true. (Various folks agree with this 
point of view.) 

-‐ Opposing – facts represented originally were not clear, some of us left out of the process. 
People don’t get how much this will change the face of the road. (Various folks agree with 
this point of view.) 

Mrs. Crowder –  

It is good that you all got together, glad you’re starting a neighborhood association. I am 
your elected official. There are people who do want to stop the process. There are two 
ways to stop it: 

o Hire an attorney to sue the city – this is a very high bar in Raleigh (not likely to succeed). 
o Or you can come to City Council and ask us to stop the project. 

The City mission is to connect the city by sidewalks. I can move your sidewalk setback from 
6 feet to 5 feet, but then you cannot plant trees in the space between the sidewalk and the 
road.  

3.5 foot setbacks are no longer possible. In future, because of UDO rules, all new 
development or improvements will be 6 foot setbacks. 

I suspect that sidewalks won’t happen here for at least a year, possibly more, probably less 
than three years from now.  

The petition process is fairly new – the 50 percent plus one vote is only since April. The 
City used to simply decide for you when to put sidewalks in a neighborhood 

Don Munn – we were told we had way more flexibility in terms of size of setbacks and 
sidewalks. 

Mrs. Crowder – The new UDO says no. 

Barbara Scott –How about the low impact approach Russ Stevenson mentioned? 

Mrs. Crowder – That’s not an option. 

Erin Salmon mentions storm water and Bushy Branch Creek and erosion issues we already 
have. Concerns about channeling water into Bushy Branch. Are there other storm water options 
for us? Permeable concrete? 

Mrs. C – life of permeable concrete is too short to be suitable for the City. Not an option. 

Storm water projects – new culverts – already happening in our area in an attempt to protect 
Bushy Creek.  

Ken Triplett – So the folks on Lorimer and Onslow may have to go through what the folks on 
Swift are – losing more of their property? 

Mrs. Crowder – The Swift thing has to move forward – water was undermining driveways and 
even the sewer system there, we had to condemn two properties to do the culverts there. 

Change is coming, population growing, more building is coming. Face it, you can’t stop it. 
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Discussion about the existing Lorimer Road petition. 

Mrs. Crowder – You cannot amend a petition once Council has voted on it.  

Onslow resident – We have creek erosion issues. We’ve waited ten years for help.  We’re not 
on Lorimer but what happens there affects us.  Shouldn’t we have been notified? 

Someone – That’s why we are starting this neighborhood thing, so we can all know what’s 
coming. So we can stay informed.  

Erin – Describes the speed with which the sidewalk petition was pushed through.  

Original petitioner – I turned it in early because it was complete, with 50 plus 1. 

Concern about environment- Will city engineers make things better? Don took a walk with a 
storm water engineer this past week, who said there will be more water.  

Mrs. Crowder – The storm water fee you pay for in your monthly bills means we can pay to pay 
attention to storm water issues.  

Mike Salmon – Why didn’t the council consider splitting out the north end of Lorimer from the 
petition?  

Mrs. Crowder – The City wants to do whole streets, whole sections at once. Microgaps, where 
sidewalks stops in the middle of the block, are only trouble to fix later. The City is trying to fix 
existing ones, and not create any more.  

The church representative described his experience with sidewalk construction on Kaplan in 
front of the church. He said the engineers made efforts to communicate during construction 
about any items that involved last minute decisions.  

Mrs. Crowder indicated that she would advocate for Lorimer residents to ensure that 
engineering involved the residents.  

END of meeting notes. 

 

Meeting Summary 

Summary of Actions: 

ACTION: Barbara Scott to do research to find original golf course name – Jeff Alford will forward 
her the info he has. 	  

ACTION: Michele Lynch to draft Mission Statement, send to distribution for approval, vote by 
email on mission statement. 

ACTION: Someone to contact Justice Peters about being a Representative. 

 

Summary of Decisions: 
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Boundaries include the Interior (includes Cyanne Circle and both churches) and corners (per the 
map), and excludes Kaplan and Kent addresses. 

Representatives are Barbara Scott, Vinnie Melomo, Don Munn, Sharon Mixon, Erin Salmon, 
Jeff Alford, and possibly Justice Peters. 

The next meeting will be announced to this distribution list later. 

 

Topics for future meetings: 

Tabled topics -  

-‐ Select name for the neighborhood 
-‐ Select primary contact to be listed with the city. 
-‐ Approve the Mission Statement (if not already approved by email) 

New topics -  

-‐ Approve the minutes of this October 21, 2015 meeting. 
-‐ Brief report on October CAC meeting  
-‐ Brief report on October CAC Awards meeting 
-‐ Update/discussion I440 Ramp work as it affects our neighborhood 

 

Scribe: Michele Lynch, with help from Erin Salmon and Barbara Scott 

 

Please submit modifications to these minutes to Michele Lynch, 919-851-3871 or 
mchl@mindspring.com by Friday, October 30, 2015. Amended minutes may result from your 
input.  
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October 2, 2015 Meeting Attendance 
 
Special Guest: Councilwoman Kay Crowder 
 
Neighbors: 
Marjorie Acker - Onslow 
Jeff Alford – Garland 
Helen Adams 
Carol and Charles Apperson - Lorimer 
Ryan Barnum 
Shannon Bellezza – Onslow 
J.L. Bost- Delmont 
Donna Burford – Fairway Ridge 
Mike Burford- Fairway Ridge 
Joanna Carroll – Fairway Ridge 
Bruce Dillard – Warwick 
Jeff Essic – Lorimer 
Claire Flierl - Onslow 
Jeff Fournier - Chaney 
Mollie Fenn – Lorimer 
Steve Grothman - Lorimer 
Anne Klotz - Onslow 
Sarah Liehr – Garland 
Michele Lynch – Chaney 
Erin McKenney - Lorimer 
Betsy Meldau – Chaney 
Vinnie Melomo- Lorimer 
Sharon Mixon - Lorimer 
Don Munn – Lorimer 
Marina Manion Robinson- Onslow 
John Russ  
Erin Salmon – Lorimer 
Mike Salmon – Lorimer 
Barbara Scott – Chaney 
Charles Smith- Kaplan (WBPC) 
Ted Storck - Garland 
Ken Triplett – Chaney 
Mary Triplett - Chaney 
 
 
 
 
Please contact Michele Lynch, 919-851-3871, mchl@mindspring.com with corrections to your 
names. I’m just getting to know many of you. 

 


